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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis, Tennessee 
April 2 
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Re; SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
RACIAL MATTERS 



On March 31, 1968, Lieutenants George Feathers and 
E. H. Arkin and Inspector G. P. Tines, all of the Inspectional 
Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department, advised that 
no major incidents occurred in Memphis on the night of 
March 30, 1968, or during March 31, 1968, There were no 
marches or rallies scheduled by any groups supporting the 
striking Memphis sanitation workers, and during March 31, 
1968, over 2,000 Tennessee National Guardsmen who had been 
a part of the some 3,500 who had been on duty in Memphis 
since the evening of March 28, 1968, were released and sent 
back to their respective communities. Approximately 1,000 
Guardsmen remained on duty in Memphis during the evening of 
March 31, 1968. The curfew whi h had been in effect since 
the night oi March 28, 1968, which runs from 7 p.m. until 
5 a.m. each day, continued' on the night of March 30, 1968, 
and was scheduled for the night of March 31, 1968. There 
were a few arrests for Disorderly Conduct, Curfew violations 
and window breaking during the night and early morning of 
March 30-31, 1968, but, according to the above three sources, 
these were no more than uBual for a Saturday Dlght. and early 
Sunday morning. 



Inspector Tines advised that Memphis police and 
city officials were concerned about increased racia] K ,tEMi OI > 

in ihe community resulting from the mass arrests growing out 7 

of the March 28, 1968, widespread looting and vandaJutoAAMMcM-^S[ 
grew out of the uncompleted mass sympathy march for the 
sanitation workers led by the Southern Christian LefeaffObiD ' 

Conference (SCLC) President, Dr. Martin Luther Kin 0 . He //" q’NJ 
pointed out that many Negroes, including some Inf lum ia 1 ' ~~ ] 

Negroes, have been making public complaints regarding 
allegations of alleged police brutality growing out of some 
of the arrests and from the crowd dispersal on March 28, 1968 
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SANITATION WORKERS STB IKK 
MEMPHIS. TENNESSEE 



dUSth^f thl ^y** eSt e “°tiortal factor surrounds the 

-. th 17-year~old Rale Negro. Larry Payne who vis 

°f? eat h b K * police officer on March 28 

J?*®» ?*! r h ® h * d P art icipated In the looting of a Sears- 

*°* buck i t0 S* ° n S ° Uth lh * rd Street a ”<« ran out of tte store 
with what Inspector Tines understood to be a portable 

television set. Tines pointed out that yountr Pavne ran to 

fo?'^, hou8 ‘ nc .. pro, '' rt in •>'« «tE?iE5i\2 

t^ 1 halt to D glve hiBSe11 up when the of 1 leer ordered him 
halt. Payne, according to Tines, allegedly came at the 

HJ C V: * Ub “ butchPr a "<* • result thr“f^ei 

shot him with Payne being pronounced dead on arrival at 
John Gaston Hospital. Tines pointed out that numerous 
purported Negro witnesses are now claiming that Payne was 
unarmed when the officer shot him. He safd that dime's 
funeral was scheduled lor 11 a.m., Tuesday April 2 196 « 

l^South^ITiK the NPW Park Ce “ eter y on *Horn Lake Koad’ 

In s outh Shelby County Just south of Memphis City Limits 

The funeral cer^ny will be preached bv Reverend B T 

»ody .in 11. ip pt.,. Monday” April *1 
•*„? p -'-- « Clayborn T.«pl. AMK ChprcB 
280 Hernando, Memphis. He said that N. J. Ford and Sons 

funeral Parlor * 219 Joubert Avenue, Is in charge of the 
funeral arrangements. 



h . K Inspector Tines pointed out that Clayborn Temple 

5* l0 f al p0int and un °II lclal headquarters of the 

t^ 0 ^^L 1 :? h 0 nfr^r ^ POrt activlt y in Memphis for over 
u«-r,h?=w th an ^.^ hat « ls anticipated that thousands of 
mph is Negroes will come to Clayborn Temple to view Payne's 

mi^LfeJa “oar possible ai log ies delivered by various of the 

fCOMEl tte°I£ eC H? d I! lth thC CoBraunlt y on the Move for Equality 
(COME), the Memphis Negro ministerial group leading the 

eio^on t ^ii , ? rt actlvlt y* Tlnee predicted that a wave of 
motion will arise as a result of this and that the Police 
Department will be most alert for any possible sporadic 
outbursts of Negro retaliation ensuing therefrom. 
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He stated it was his understanding that the 
curfew would continue in effect in Memphis at least through 
April 1, 1968. B 



cont irmed the opinion of Inspector 
Tirif's regarding the rampant emotional tension growing out 
of the March 28, 1968, incidents and particularly the strong 
feeling in the Negro community building up mass resentment 
against the Police Department and authority in general on 
the part of the Negro community as a result of Larry P«yne*a 
doath. 



Cby-Kb) 



pointed out that the Negro community 
will lose sight of the fact that Larry Payne played hooky 
from Mitchell Road High School on March 28, 1968, to 
participate in the mass march and will lose sight of the 
fact that bo committed a crime, to wit; looting ol the 
.‘jears Roebuck Store. He stated that the Negroes will be 
concerned only with the fact that he was shot to death 
end thit win probably not be a Negro in Memphis who 

uiced that ,he was unarmed when he was. shot, 
l-olnted out that p&vne was extremely popular 
in trie south portion of Shelby County Ip the vicinity of 
Mitchell Load High School where he attended and was also 
extremely Fowler Homes Housing Project where 

he was shot. pointed out that Payne* s mother and 

i at her are separated and that Payne spent considerable time 
“lth his father who lives in South Shelby County and with 
his mother who lives in the Fowler Homos Housing Project. 
These, of course, are both all-Negro neighborhoods. The 
source pointed out that Payne thus knows two different cross- 
sections of Negro youths, (1) the deprived low-economic 
income group which lives in the Fowler Homes area, many of 
whom are criminally prone based upon their environment*, 
and (2) the cross-section of middle class Negro children 
who live in the Mitchell Road High School area. 
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SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 
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t that Reverend B. T. 

Dumas, pastor of Payne's home church, the Mt. Parham 
Church, at Trigg and Florida Avenue, is a stable 
individual and will probably not preach an inflammatory 
sermon. 



'i 



pointed out, however, that the OOMK 

group has purposely talked Payne parents into allowing 
his body to lie Id state at Clayb'orn Temple in order that 
his death can be exploited and publicized by them in an 
effort to build up support for their over-all movement. 

He pointed out that Clay born Temple can seat 2500 people. 






the plans to Payn^^a funeral 

been rescheduled from 8 p.m., April 1, 1968, until 11 a. a. , 
April 2, 1968. The funeral will now be held in Clay born 
Temple and the body will lie in state at Clayborn Temple 
from 3 to 5 p.m., April 1, 1968. 

, at least three aides of L'~ / " 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., have arrived in Memohls over 
the weekend of March 3 1 - April 1, 1968, namely,' Rosea Williams, 
Director of Political Education, SCLC; James L, Bevel, Director 
ol Nonviolent Action; and Reverend James Orange. They are 
attempting to line up support for the tentatively scheduled 
mass sanitation workers support march to be held Wednesday, 
April 3, 1968, which the y claim will be led bv Dr . 

Martin King, Jr. VH|||||HiHHHiHHB Dr. 

King is expected in Momp{^^sora^^m^ii^^^^Iate afternoon 
or early evening of April 2, 1968. 



A 



Later on April 1, 1968, Lieutenant George Feathers 
advised that it had been ascertained that several of the 
SCLC advance party are staying at the Lorraine Motel, 406 
Mulberry Street, Memphis, having checked In for the most 
part on March 31, 1968. Lieutenant Feathers was unable 
to ascertain whether or not all rf the following are 
connected with the SCLC but furnished the following names 
of individuals having recently checked in at the Lorraine; 




SANITATION VORXKPS STkIKC, 

Mf mt >H JS # ,N NK * C SB 

John t. 334 Arhurn U^rv p f 

Atlanta, F-t^ym ;4 un floor 210 

( t^o m party) : 

a. P. Jr., Third St wt , 

l» &rk>~ 9 ’ • «* s 4 •' <*• a g £’dLi* v : n-* t •* Poona 202 f 

in Mlrr j> T| , .10* ' (t'*n in party); 

Emunr^i P*.tl*-rsun % 43.2 f t //'t. v v* Avf»wi» f 
i • •\cA , --fc r •% r^^.r ->• ir i > . ‘I;?y.mc in Kook of:o f 

• heckrd in at 10:15 a.n*. t V-r.r^b U, 1068 

• tvo ir« party) • 

• ivvmv^no Jeff.*** j*ck*ton f ;*v?* 47ih Street, 

i Hxcaf'o t Illinois, i* Hoorn 3</>, 

• ••w.hnd In it 8:20 (not t noer* If a.m. or p.ra.), 

W-h 31, 13*8; 

Or*ng*' t 334 A"h\»Vn * venire, N. E. , 

/".i v-ia, i room 301 f chirked 

..•* at. 11 Pc m .» March * 11 , 13^8; 

,]ws I., Bevel, 8 107 South Hxnk»*t St-v*ei * 

(hv~a:ro, Illinois, st.^yir.c- ir ftoow ~*ol t 
chocked in^at. 1:10 a.rr. f March 31 f 1368. 

Lieu tenant Fc-al hors added that reservations hi/o 
-»:•% irt^Ho -for 8 n.m., April l f 1068, lor a Joseph Lou**, 

Nc*.y Vor®**, N<‘-» York, and it is .surmised hv the police FV*pani r?^nt 
that he n\ be concerted Vll h this j»roup # 

[ i-*n tyrant Feathers stated t;h*t his department had 
fr-*t » h*v learned that two r/*ic No.aro^s, both oi Shreveport, 
l/jiiis i,*r*u if are registered at th** Holiday inn, South Third 
Street, Merr.nhl^, **ho conooiva ,Ly roicht be connected tvith 
this rroun, although it. is not kno>n positively. They are 
George Smitn, residence 4354 Broadway, Shreveport, Louisiana, 
and E, J^roe Si* in, 5340 Hosh and 3701 Hollywood, Shreveport, 
Louisiana, They ere driving a Cadillac autcwofcile, bearing 
Louisiana license 134G475. 
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